Differences in sequential posttreatment salivary IL-6 levels between patients with and patients without locoregional recurrences of oral squamous cell carcinoma: Part III of a cohort study.
Sequential postoperative salivary interleukin-6 (IL-6) concentrations were examined in patients with oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) who had early or late locoregional recurrences or those who did not. Twenty-seven consecutive patients with OSCC were originally included in the study. All patients underwent radical surgery. Four saliva samples were collected before (periods I and II) and after (periods III and IV) surgery, and IL-6 concentrations were measured. Although postoperative (period III: at the time of discharge) salivary IL-6 level was significantly higher in patients with early locoregional recurrence (P = .02) than in those without, no such relationships were observed for preoperative IL-6 concentrations (periods I and II). Postoperative (period IV: 24 months after surgery) IL-6 level was significantly higher in patients with late locoregional recurrence (P = .03) than in those without, but no such relationships were observed for IL-6 concentrations in periods I, II, and III. Sequential postoperative salivary IL-6 concentration may be a useful marker for diagnosis of early and late locoregional recurrence in OSCC.